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Lesson Topic: Differentiating between passé composé and imparfait
CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS: 
-Recognize and use appropriate language structures by use of the imparfait and the passé composé to describe events in the past (e.g., Il faisait beau hier quand mon amie est venue me rendre visite.)
-Use graphic organizers to show meaning and understanding in the area learned.
-Extract the main ideas and supporting details from a variety of media works and discuss their interpretations. 
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTATIONS:

Attitudes
· The students will be prepared to learn the new material and will be ready to participate in the instructional activities and games with enthusiasm. 

Knowledge
· By the end of the lesson, students will understand the main uses of the imperfect tense in French.

· The students will know the method for conjugating regular and irregular verbs in the imperfect tense. They will be able to list the endings for the verbs (ais, ais, ait, ions, iez, aient). 

Skills
· The students will be able to conjugate verbs in the imperfect tense with confidence.

· Students will be able to recognize the differences between the compound past tense (le passé composé) and the imperfect tense (l’imparfait)

TEACHING RESOURCES

· handouts featuring written conjugation exercises 
· overhead notes regarding the two verb tenses

· multimodal learning tool (instructional video) 
· graphic organizer handouts 
· flashcard game
LESSON SEQUENCE

Development strategies
(5 minutes) Introductory Activity:
Hook: The students will be asked to describe in French what they did over the weekend. During the questionnaire/class discussion, the students will be engaging past tense (passé composé). The hook discussions will segue into the mini lesson on l’imparfait.
(15 minutes) Mini lesson reviewing the conjugations of passé composé and introducing l’imparfait:
With the help of an overhead note, a mini lesson reviewing the passé composé will be conducted. The students must recall that passé composé is created using ‘le sujet,’ ‘l’auxiliaire’ and ‘le participe passé.’ L’imparfait will be introduced as an alternative form of the past tense. A fill-in-the-blank worksheet will be incorporated during the mini lesson.
(15 minutes) Multimodal tool:
A video will be played in class differentiating le passé composé and l’imparfait. The video will contain a visual lesson, an interactive quiz, and a final parody song in order to further the students’ comprehension of l’imparfait. The quiz can be paused after each question to allow the teacher to discuss the answers with the class.
(10 minutes) Overhead on concepts: 
The students will copy an overhead note highlighting the different uses of l’imparfait. 
(5 minutes) Concept circles:
The students will complete two graphic organizers highlighting the difference between le passé composé and l’imparfait. The first graphic organizer will incorporate the circumstances in which l’imparfait is used rather than passé composé or vice versa. The students will shade in the section that doesn’t belong in the circle.
(10 minutes) Word sort web:
The students will be provided a web (a print handout containing a graphic organizer) with a list of key words pertaining to either le passé composé or l’imparfait. Using the word bank, the students must write the words that correspond with each verb tense web.  
(15 minutes) Flashcard game:
In order to review the conjugations of l’imparfait, the students will play a flashcard game. Each of the flashcards will have a letter of the alphabet on one side and a list of verbs starting with that particular letter on the other side (eg. Tenir, Tomber, Téléphoner). The students will choose a flashcard with a particular letter of the alphabet. Once the student has chosen a letter, he/she will pick among the verbs on the back to conjugate using l’imparfait. The teacher will pick ‘le sujet’ with which the student will have to conjugate the verb. 
APPENDICES
· I. imparfait conjugation worksheet (fill-in-the-blank exercise)

· II. overhead note containing a review of le passé compose and a summary of l’imparfait
· III. graphic organizer activities with answer keys (word sort web and concept circle handouts)
